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From the President 
   

 This summer I had the pleasurable experience to attend The Budding 
Naturalist Camp with my granddaughter who is four and a half years young. The 
weeklong camp met on three separate sites, Prince William County’s “Silver 
Lake Park”, White House Farm’s “Leopold’s Preserve” and the Virginia Outdoor 
Foundation’s “Bull Run Mountains Nature Area Preserve.” Each location        
provided a different experience to the participating students.  

 “Silver Lake” had wine berries ringing the lake, other visitors, and an 
injured young snapping turtle. “Leopold’s Preserve” had summer fields, and a 
quiet wetland sink with pond life under and on top of the water’s surface. It had 
a box turtle. The “Bull Run Mountains Natural Area Preserve” had a wooded 
canopy of trees, a steep warm trail to climb, and a very cool spring to refresh in.  

 According to the personal styles of each family, there was chatter or silence. The lessons of the day were      
delivered at the relevant stations along the way, or in questions as they naturally occurred. These half days spent in a 
summer reverie of motion, sound, texture, with my brain hitching a ride alongside, were a simple treat.  

 My granddaughter, as Autumn installs itself and Winter will follow, will also carry the cadence in her feet, 
sounds in her inner ear, textures on her hand, smells, sights, and tastes in her memory. Next Spring will awaken these 
senses, and Summer will follow with a new layer of sensations, experiences, and familiarity.  

 Awakening these core features of ourselves shapes our instincts and becomes our manual for understanding 
and navigating life in its many patterns. These basic instincts together create the poetry and humanity of our walk 
through life.  

Best wishes, 
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From the Executive Director 
 

Bull Run Mountains Conservancy, Inc. (BRMC) goals include: creating outdoor enthusiasts for life, encouraging preservation of land 
around the Bull Run Mountains to increase outdoor recreation opportunities, supporting and utilizing ongoing scientific research 
on the mountains to involve citizen-science volunteers and jump-start future conservation professionals.  

 

With challenges there is opportunity and we fully adopted “just find a way”. This was evident when we successfully hosted our 21st 
Annual Halloween Safari. All participants obeyed our Covid-19 plan without complaints. The event ran smoothly, the animal      
characters were educational and entertaining, Peter McCory, the One Man Band, was awesome, the volunteers rallied to the plan 
and carried out the logistics of the event, and the participants were very thankful that we offered Safari this year. Some partici-
pants travelled quite a distance to attend with the record being from Blacksburg VA.  

In 2020, BRMC served over 1,000 children and adults with over 3,200 impact hours in 2020 through in person programs and    
volunteer activities. Through our social media platforms, we encouraged followers to conduct Backyard Conservation by sharing 
simple tips to make our yards friendly for native pollinators and native birds while providing hours of entertainment. We used 
YouTube to increase our reach for our Speaker Series such as posting Bob Jacobs lecture on the historical importance of the     
Thoroughfare Gap community.  

 

Our Youth Outdoors Program is the backbone of our education program. We engage kids of all ages to show them that the out-
doors is fun and exciting and to teach them that we all have a responsibility to protect and enhance our landscape. Here are some 
of the parent/participant comments from their program evaluations—summer 2020.  
 

 “We really enjoyed the parent +child format of this year’s Budding Naturalist Camp.” 

“My 7 year old twins asked if they could go to nature camp all summer. It was perfect!” 

 

Parents and guardians are essential for encouraging and reinforcing curious and healthy lifestyles in children. Our adult education 
program develops a love for our landscape, inspiring them to nurture this passion in children.  

 

BRMC engaged 100 volunteers who contributed over 1,000 hours in 2020 to various volunteer projects including those who made 

our 21st Annual Halloween Safari a great success, worked on mailing lists, monitored bluebird boxes, worked in multiple volunteer 

cleanups and invasive plant removals, and helped maintain the grounds and infrastructure at our Mountain House headquarters . 

 

Your contribution continues to be vital and provides the means to diversify our programs and continue research studies. Thank 

you! 

 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

 

 

Michael J. Kieffer 

 

Our Vision is for an active and healthy community, 

where preservation is an engaged and committed  

endeavor by people who love and care  

for our landscape  
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Mission To preserve the Bull Run 

Mountains region through education,  

research, and stewardship for the  

benefit of the  general public. 

Our Vision is for an active and healthy community, 

where preservation is an engaged and committed  

endeavor by people who love and care  

for our landscape  
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In-kind Support
13%
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6%

Foundations
55%
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Donations

27%

Funding

Stewardship

23%

Research
27%

Education
26%

Administration

24%

Expenses
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Ms. Susan B. Southard & Mr. Paul J. Mayer 

Sacharuna Foundation 

Mrs. Sandra & Mr. Timothy Surabian 

Ms. Virginia S. Warner   

Leadership ($300+) 

Mr.& Mrs. Michael S. Armstrong 
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lawrence, IV  

Mrs. Marcia Markey 

Mr. C.W. Per-Lee, Jr.  

Rockley Foundation 

Mrs. Jocelyn Sladen 

Mr.& Mrs. John Tavares  

Mr. & Mrs. George E. Wallace 

Ms. Karen White, Afro-American Historical Association 

Ms. Margaret R. White 

Mr. John L. Wright 

Sustainer ($100+) 

Mr. &  Mrs. Sandra & Kennith Alm 
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Ms. Sally  Anderson 

Mr. Howard Armfield 

Mrs. Thomas H. Beddall 

Mr. Daniel Birsic 

Mr. William Birsic 

Ms. Callie Broaddus 

Mr. Courtney C. Caldwell 

Mr. Rex E. Cowgill & Ms. Jenny R. Nieto 

Mr. Kevin Coyle 

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Crossen 

Ms. Jane  Daly 

Mr. Randy Dasher 
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Mr. William R. Marshall 

Mr. William Henry Martin, III 

Ms. Linda McConnell 

Dr. William H. McCormick 

Ms. Mary Leigh McDaniel 

Mr. James H. McDivitt 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen McVeigh 

Mr. & Mrs. James & Deborah Mills 

Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Marcia Pangburn 

Mr. & Mrs. George & Susan Parker 

Mr. Lewis Parker & Mrs. Sharon Parker 

Ms. Jayme Pendergraft 

Ms. Nicole H. Perry & Mr. Andrew T. C. Stifler 

Mr. Scott Plein 

Ms. Melinda Pranke 

Mr. James M. Price 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Maryanne Quinn 

Mr. David Reed 

Mr. & Mrs. F. Turner Reuter, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Donielle Rininger 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Steve & Jennifer Ritter 

Ms. Denise Rivers & Mr. Scott Glixon 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond & Karen Roberson 

Mr. Nigel Roberts 

Mr. Collin Rust 

Mr. & Mrs. Beth & David Saas 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Seilheimer 

Ms. Christina Silber 

Mr. & Mrs. David R. Smith 

Ms. Cathy Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Dorothy Spindle 

Mr. Philip Swinford 

Mrs. Michele Thieme & Mr. Hamilton Hardman 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd & Linda Thompson 

Mr. George R. Thompson 
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Mr. Henry Day 

Ms. Josephine De Give 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert deButts 

Ms. Johanna Devon 

Mr. James Edward Douglass 

Mr. & Mrs. Cameron Dressel 

Mr. Peter J. Fakoury 
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Jacobs 
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Mr. & Mrs. Gene Kieffer 

Ms. Diane L. King & Mr. David Dodd 

Mr & Mrs. David & Sandra  Kleiman 

Ms. Patricia Lane 

Dr.& Mrs. David L. Larsen 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Larson 

Ms. Donusia Lipinski 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Mackall, Jr. 

Ms. Helen MacMahon 



Mr. Thomas H. Thorpe Jr. 

Ms. Nancy Vehrs 

Mr. Rick Vergot 

Mr. Kevin L. Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Frederick Warren 

Mr. & Mrs. Alice & Curtis West 

Ms. Patricia Ann White 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Whitesel 

Ms. Nanci Wilkinson 

Mr. & Mrs. M. Scott Zimmerman 

Members (up to $99) 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter & Amy Adkins 

Mr. John  Alcock 

Mr. & Mrs.Harold & Deborah Allan 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Andrew 

Ms. Susan Angello 

Ms. Doerte Anikis 

Mr. Lawrence L. Auther 

Ms. Jessie Barringer 

Mr. Welles Bay 

Ms. Sandy Benfit 

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Bickel 
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Ms. Jane Edwards 
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The Stephenson Family 
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Ms. Maureen Finnerty 

Mr. Robert S. Fitch 

Mr. & Mrs. Barbara & Gary Fleming 

Mrs. Carol Flint 
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Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Lillian Fry 

Mr. Douglas Fulmer 

Ms. Denise Gardner 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Garland 
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Mr. & Mrs. John & Deborah Gilbert 

Ms. Marlene Girouard 

Mr. & Mrs. Brenda & Kevin Glass 

Mr. Todd Goins 

Mr. Richard Gookin 
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Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Cindy Hoppmann 

Ms. Laura Hornberger 

Ms. Kimberly D. Hosen 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald T. Hosko 

Ms. Laurie Hourahan 

Mr. William Craig Howell 

Ms. Sabrina Huntzinger 

Dr. & Mrs. Steven C. Jameson 

Mr. Tim Johnson 

Mr. Scott Johnston 

Mr. Bill Johnston & Mrs. Barbara Johnston 

Mr. Ed Jones 

Mr. Donald R. Keys 

Ms. Karen Kieffer 

Ms. Linda Kirchner 

Mr. & Mrs. James Largen 
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Ms. Kathleen Marmet 
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Mr. Bill Mashburn 

Ms. Monique Massey 

Mr. Steven C. Massey 

Mr. Harry F. Massey, Jr. 

Mr. Randy L. Mathers & Ms. Norma J. Mathers 

Mr. Malcolm Matheson III 

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Mayhew 

Mr. John  McAuliff 

Mr. Dennis McCarthy 

Ms. Joyce R. Miller 

Mr. Chris Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike & Cathy Mirch 

Mr. M. L. Mitchell 

Ms. Dena Neal 

Mr. John  O'Bannon 

Ms. Emeline M. Otey 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Otten 

Mr. Clinton J. & Judith Pease 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pelletier 

Mr. & Mrs. James & Monique Pickering 

Ms. Lenore Plissner 

Ms. Karenn Poyner 

Dr. Michael G. Price 

Mr. Edwin J. Reis 

Col. Timothy R. Rensema 

Ms. Lisa Richard 

Mr. Dan Riley 

Mr. & Ms. Ralph & Heather Ring 

Mr. Foster J. Rockwell 

Mr. John H. Rodgers, Jr. 

Mr. John  Roos 

Mr.& Mrs. Robert Root, Jr. 

Ms. Mary K. Ruffner 

Mr. Norman R. Schulze & Mrs. Joan Schulze 

Dr. James Sehn 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Shankles 

Mr. David Shilton 

Mr. & Mrs. George D. Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Smith 

Mr. & Mrs. William Sperow II 

Mr. John P. Spina & Ms. Christine Barringer 

Mr. & Mrs. Adam & Elisabeth Swanbery 

Ms. Metta Tanikawa 

Ms. Theresa Thompson 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Thompson 
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Mr. Stephen Tracey 

Dr. Heather Trout 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Twining 

Mr. Larry S. Underwood 

Mr. Paul Van Doren 

Mr. Joseph Villari 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Weeden 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald White 

Mr. John  Wise 

Ms. Marcia Woolman 

Mr. & Mrs. John A. Zampino 
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